IFHE/ ireport  GA / BA  Oct 2018.
Report

from the  General Assembly and  Opening Ceremony of the
Biannual    meetings in IFHE  2014.
The biannual congress of  IFHE  2014 took place 13 – 16 Oct 2014 in Buenos Aires
The congress was hosted by AADAIH
General assembly was held Monday 13. October 2014 at  5 o’clock.

In UCA  (Universidad Catolico Argentina).  Auditorium  Juan Pablo II.

There was about 500 persons gathered.

 The general secretary Gunnar Baekken  opened by wishing all welcome to the General Assembly and Opening ceremony of the  23rd  IFHE Congress here in beautiful  Buenos Aires.
The treasurer, Steve Drinkrow informed about the economy in the organization.

It is a sound economy and since we  don’t work for profit, we have the same amount of assets  from one year to the other.

Ole Rist as president  made a short speech  at talked about the objectives for the last two years. 
One objective was to keep the number of member organization on a stable level and  increase by two –three new members. We have succeeded.

We have worked on 

· Education

· Environmental challenges

· Preparedness

· Sustainable development

· Adjust for change

· Adjust IFHE to counter challenges in the future.

IFHE  have had a close relation to WHO  and we have an agreement on five focal points  to 
develop further.

· Consumable water

· Safe operating theatres and delivery rooms

· Hospital structure

· Energy concepts

· Patient safety and engineering  facilities.

What can we do for WHO as a NGO.

The president was clear about the good arrangement we have with IHEEM secretariat in Portsmouth and  IFHE has signed a new agreement  to develop the good relations and recommended  the new EXCO to follow up this work.

We also hope that we can be even better to work for our issues of IFHE Digest. The articles  have to be made by us as  facility manager and architects.

The president thanked  all EXCO and Council member  for excellent cooperation the last two years
Then the president handed over the presidency sign to  the incoming president Liliana Font.

She was cheered by the audience.
Liliana then announced the immediately past predint as an E-member (honorary)  of IFHE.
Then she presented her EXCO for the next two years:
President: 
 
Liliana Font, Argentina

Vice president 
Douwe Kiestra.   The Netherlands

General secretary
Gunnar  Baekken, Norway

Second  Vice Pres
Darryl Pitcher, Australia

Treasurer: 

Steve Drinkrow, South Africa

Past president: 
Ole Rist, Norway

Officers



Ronnie Brown, UK




Steven Rees, Canada




Fabio Bitencourt, Brazil




Christian Bender, Germany

The incoming president had clearly expressed that representatives from all parts of the IFHE-world is important to strengthen the organization by  continuation  of 
IFHE library:  Francisco Castella, Spain

IFHE Digest:   Andy Wavel UK

WHO liaison: Paul Merlevede, Belgium

Shortly after she presented the four new  members from

Costa Rica, Chile, Cuba and HCI from USA. Welcome to the  IFHE family.

The official opening of the  Congress was made by:

President  of IFHE Congress 2018

President AADAIH

Representative  from the Congress Organizer.

The Ceremony  was  finished by a fantastic Chorus:

“Chorus Pacem in Terris” with their very enthusiastic conductor.

They sung  Argentinian folksongs,  Tangosongs (of course) and  at last they  entertained us with  beautiful “ Nessum Dorma” and arias from “la Traviata”.
The tenor and soprano  had extraordinary colorful voices.  It was  really a highlight.

Thank you.

Ole Rist

