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IFHE Américas Regional Group 

A criação do IFHE Américas Regional Group é parte de uma estratégia da IFHE em fortalecer as associações regioniais que são seus membros principais, A Membros, buscando compreender as necesidades e demandas a partir da unidade técnica de intereses e propósitos específicos. A partir da existencia de um sólido grupo na região europeia denominado IFHE EU foi sistematizado um movimento na América Latina inicialmente coordenado pelos arquitetos Liliana Font da Argentina, Fábio Bitencourt do Brasil e Luciano Monza da Argentina para conceber e organizar um primeiro encontro durante o 23º IFHE Congress realizado em Buenos Aires em outubro de 2014.

O Grupo Regional IFHE Américas é uma representação setorizada para a região composta pelas associações existentes nos países do continente vinculados à International Federation of Healthcare Engineering (IFHE). No entanto, também são participantes do Grupo as representações de países não Membros da IFHE, mas que tenham atuação regular e interesses técnico e científicos  junto aos demais países formalmente vinculados à Federação.

A formalização do grupo viria a acontecer em 2016 durante o IFHE Congress em Haia na Holanda com a presença de representantes de onze países latinoamericanos e um representante dos USA. Logo depois, acontecería o maior encontro deste Grupo na Cidade do Rio de Janeiro em agosto de 2017 durante o IFHE Conference in Rio. Nesta cidade estavam presentes representantes de 14 paises da América Latina além de Canadá e USA.

Eventos e encontros posteriores aconteceram também em congressos realizados em Santiago (Chile), Lima Peru), Brisbane (Australia), Roma (Itália), virtuamente, Toronto (Canadá) e Ciudad de México. Atualmente temos mantido uma sistematização e sequencia destes encontros anualmente de forma presencial em diferentes países, assim como eventos regulares via plataformas eletronicas (Teams, Zoom, Google Meets etc.)

During the 27th IFHE Congress held in Toronto, Canada, in September 2022, the IFHE Latin America Regional Group used opportunities to promote its 8th Meeting. As expected, there was a need to update the Latin American associations and their respective members on the proposals and decisions discussed throughout the year 2022. This Meeting consolidated the proposals and strategies for conducting the Latin American Continuous Operation Network for its future.

Website of IFHE Latin America Regional Group - A first and important project presented as fundamental for the continuity of actions refers to the implementation of the electronic page of the Latin American Group of the IFHE that must be installed on the website of this IFHE. This dissemination and insertion format must follow the same model that the IFHE European Group uses for the dissemination of its activities, professional experiences, new technologies and hospital building projects. The elaboration of a preliminary format for the evaluation and future discussions has already begun at the beginning of 2023.

Latin American Network of Continuous Operation - An important focus of the Meeting refers to the evaluation of the activities of the Latin American Network of Continuous Operation and the need to promote an adequate compatibility between the effectiveness of the proposed actions and the participation of the members in Latin America.
Among the participants present, a consensus was established that the reduction of groups is an extremely positive measure to increase participation and allow the results to be shared among all members and their associations.
Thus, it was proposed to maintain the following groups:
I. Congresses and seminars
II. teaching and education
III. Publications
IV. Research
The reduction in the number of groups does not exclude the activities that the others had been developing, but recommends their inclusion in a purposeful way and added to the format of the others to be preserved and valued in their practice and action.
The number of networks was reduced to achieve a more effective performance of the collective work. The Networks now announced correspond in reality to areas of action, all of them traversed by thematic axes. Sustainability, for example, can be presented in a transversal and complementary way.

Latin American Award for Hospital Infrastructure - A project of interest to the Latin American community refers to the possibility of having, as of this year of 2023, the implementation of the Latin American Award for Hospital Infrastructure. During the Congress to be held in Mexico City in November 2023, there may already be a first stage of this Award.

Collaboration agreement between associations - A matter of common interest for all Latin American associations refers to the need to formally establish a Collaboration Agreement between the associations of the region.
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Asociaciones representadas IFHE Américas Regional Group :

· IFHE 	– International Federation of Healthcare Engineering 			– Steeve Rees -  Canadá
· AADAIH - Asociación Argentina de Arquitectura e Ingenieria Hospitalaria 	- Miguel Sartori - miguel.sartori@tsya.net 
· ABDEH - Associação Brasileira para o Desenvolvimento do Edifício Hospitalar 	– Ana Paula Naffah Perez - anapaula@abdeh.org.br -
· APAIH 	- Asociación Paraguaya de Arquitectura e Ingeniería Hospitalaria 		- Maria Castillos - arq.mcastillo@gmail.com
· ACOAIH - Asociación Costarricense de Arquitectura e Ingeniería Hospitalaria 	– Vania Ureña  - vurenaf@gmail.com     	
· SUAIH 	- Sociedad Uruguaya de Arquitectura e Ingenieria Hospitalaria 		– German Elzaurdia - gelzaurdia@hospitec.com.uy 
· SMAES - Sociedad Mexicana de Arquitectos Especializados en Salud		– Ramón Aguirre Olivera - presidencia@smaesac.org 
· APAES 	– Asociación Peruana de Arquitectura e Infraestructura em Salud		- Guillermo Turza - turjimsa@yahoo.es 
· ACAIH 	- Asociación Colombiana de Arquitectura y Infraestructura Hospitalaria 	- Freddy Andrade - ingfreddyandrade@gmail.com
· AARQHOS - Asociación de Arquitectura y Especialidades Hospitalarias de Chile 	- Ivan Hildebrandt - ivan@hildebrandt.cl  
· CCAINH - Comité Cubano de Arquitectura e Ingeniería Hospitalaria 		- Guillermo Mateo Reyes Roig – reyesroigg@gmail.com 
· ABAIH 	- Asociación Boliviana de Arquitectura e Ingeniería Hospitalaria 		– Jaime Catacora - mitocata@hotmail.com 
· AVAIMS – Asociación Venezolana de Arquitectura e ingeniería Medico Sanitaria - Jorge Garrido – jorgarrido@gmail.com 
· IFHE EU – IFHE European Regional Group						- Daniela Pedrini (Itália) - daniela.pedrini@aosp.bo.it / Jacques Roos - France 
· CHES 	- Canadian Healthcare Engineering Society					- Craig Doenksen -    
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